REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is requested. Claims 1, 
7-9, 16-18, 21 and 22 remain in the application. 

In the Official Action, the Examiner indicated that original claims 6, 7, 15, 
16 and 20-22 contained allowable subject matter and would be allowed if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Accordingly, in accordance with the Examiner's reasons for allowance, 
applicant has amended independent claim 1 to incorporate the subject matter of original 
claims 2, 3, 4 and 6. Original claims 2-6 have been canceled, and dependent claim 7 
has been amended to depend from amended claim 1. Likewise, original claim 8 has 
been amended to depend from amended claim 1 . 

Independent claim 9 has been amended to incorporate the subject matter 
of original claims 10, 11, 12, 13 and 15. Original claims 10-15 have been canceled. 
Dependent claims 16 and 17 have been amended to depend from amended claim 9. 

Finally, independent claim 18 has been amended to incorporate the 
subject matter of original claims 19 and 20, with original claim 21 being amended to 
depend from amended claim 18. Original claim 22, in turn, remains dependent from 
claim 21. 

In accordance with the suggestions of the Examiner, independent claims 
1, 9 and 18 have been amended to include all the limitations of the base claim and the 
allowable dependent claims, and it is respectfully submitted that those claims are in 
condition for allowance, as are the claims which depend therefrom, and allowance 
thereof is respectfully solicited. 
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If the Examiner has any questions relative to the above, he is respectfully 
requested to contact applicant's attorney at the number below. 




CASELLA & HESPOS LLP 
274 Madison Avenue - Suite 1 703 
New York, New York 10016 
Tel. (212) 725-2450 
Fax (212) 725-2452 




8 



